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CONDOLENCES TO OMAHA VICTIMS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Nebraska (Mr. SMITH) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise also with a heavy heart to ex-
press my condolences to the families of 
the victims that were tragically 
gunned down yesterday in Omaha. It is 
amazing, as Mr. FORTENBERRY pointed 
out, how cruel the world can be, and I 
only hope that we will come together 
and look at the root causes of these 
sources of violence, as we look at the 
violence that affects basically a rural 
area of our country, the Heartland, as 
many would call it, that none of us can 
escape some of this violence. 

As we pull together, I know that per-
haps we can learn from what happened 
yesterday. But, again, I want to espe-
cially express the condolences that I 
feel for these many victims who actu-
ally have roots across Nebraska. 

With that, I yield my time to Mr. 
KING of Iowa. 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from Nebraska 
for yielding. I stand here also with a 
heavy heart in joining with my col-
leagues from the west side of the Mis-
souri River, and as we often stand to-
gether on policy and on issues that 
matter to the country and matter to 
our region, today we stand together in 
expressing our sympathies to the fami-
lies of all of those involved in this trag-
ic shooting. 

As we move towards the Christmas 
season and the anticipation that 
brought people together in the Von 
Maur store, it’s tragic that that was 
what was interrupted in such a brutal 
way, by such an act of insanity. Our 
thoughts and prayers go out to all the 
families of all involved; the families of 

the victims of those who were killed, 
the families of those who were wound-
ed, those who were wounded, obviously, 
and also to the family of the shooter 
who committed that act of insanity, 
who must be going through an even 
more heightened sense of agony today 
and yesterday, and throughout, and 
perhaps the rest of their lives, an added 
measure of agony to those who have al-
ready suffered the incomprehensible 
loss of such a tragic incident. 

I lost a constituent and had one 
wounded, and it has reached into the 
lives of the families on the Iowa side of 
the river. It is also true for each of the 
three Members of the Nebraska delega-
tion, having lost at least one person 
that they represented here in Congress. 
We know that all families are affected. 

And so we ask to stand here together 
and we will remember you all in our 
prayers throughout our holiday time, 
throughout this Christmas season. We 
will stand together for the rule of law, 
we will stand together for sanity. We 
are going to look to try to find a way 
to reach out, and perhaps, just perhaps 
there will be some key, some knowl-
edge gained from this tragedy that we 
can better use to protect and maybe 
prevent future tragedies. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. WYNN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. WYNN addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. FOXX addressed the House. Her 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

REVISIONS TO ALLOCATION FOR 
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON APPRO-
PRIATIONS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
SPRATT) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SPRATT. Madam Speaker, under sec-
tions 308 (b) (1) and 309 of S. Con. Res. 21, 
the Concurrent Resolution on the Budget for 
fiscal year 2008, I hereby submit for printing in 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD a revision to the 
budget allocations and aggregates for fiscal 
year 2008, and the period of 2008 through 
2012 for several House Committees. These 
revisions represent an adjustment to blouse 
committee budget allocations and aggregates 
for the purposes of section 302 and 311 of the 
Congressional Budget Act of 1974, as amend-
ed, and in response to a further House 
amendment to the Senate Amendment to the 
bill H.R. 6, The CLEAN Energy Act of 2007. 
Corresponding tables are attached. 

Under section 211 of S. Con. Res. 21, this 
adjustment to the budget allocations and ag-
gregates applies while the measure is under 
consideration. The adjustments will take effect 
upon enactment of the measure. For purposes 
of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974, as 
amended, a revised allocation made under 
section 211 of S. Con. Res. 21 is to be con-
sidered as an allocation included in the resolu-
tion. 

BUDGET AGGREGATES 
[On-budget amounts, in millions of dollars] 

Fiscal Year 
2007 

Fiscal Year 
2008 1 

Fiscal Years 
2008–2012 

Current Aggregates: 2 
Budget Authority ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 2,250,680 2,350,996 n.a. 
Outlays ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 2,263,759 2,353,954 n.a. 
Revenues .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1,900,340 2,015,841 11,137,671 

Change in the Energy Independence and Security Act (H.R. 6): 
Budget Authority ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 0 181 n.a. 
Outlays ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 0 179 n.a. 
Revenues .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 0 137 3,243 

Revised Aggregates: 
Budget Authority ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 2,250,680 2,351,177 n.a. 
Outlays ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 2.263,759 2,354,133 n.a. 
Revenues .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1.900,340 2,015,978 11,140,914 

n.a. = Not applicable because annual appropriations Acts for fiscal years 2009 through 2012 will not be considered until future sessions of Congress. 
1 Pending action by the House Appropriations Committee on spending covered by section 207(d)(1)(E) (overseas deployments and related activities), resolution assumptions are not included in the current aggregates. 
2 Excludes emergency amounts exempt from enforcement in the budget resolution. 

DIRECT SPENDING LEGISLATION—AUTHORIZING COMMITTEE 302(a) ALLOCATIONS FOR RESOLUTION CHANGES 
[Fiscal Years, in millions of dollars] 

House Committee 
2007 2008 2008–2012 Total 

BA Outlays BA Outlays BA Outlays 

Current allocation: 
Energy and Commerce ..................................................................................................................................... ¥1 ¥1 366 362 ¥59 ¥63 
Natural Resources ............................................................................................................................................ 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Transportation and Infrastructure ................................................................................................................... 0 0 125 0 1,525 0 
Ways and Means .............................................................................................................................................. 0 0 532 532 37 37 

Change in the Energy Independence and Security Act (H.R. 6): 
Energy and Commerce ..................................................................................................................................... 0 0 63 64 589 582 
Natural Resources ............................................................................................................................................ 0 0 0 0 1,886 1,886 
Transportation and Infrastructure ................................................................................................................... 0 0 3 0 42 0 
Ways and Means .............................................................................................................................................. 0 0 115 115 575 575 

Total ........................................................................................................................................................ 0 0 181 179 3,092 3,043 
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DIRECT SPENDING LEGISLATION—AUTHORIZING COMMITTEE 302(a) ALLOCATIONS FOR RESOLUTION CHANGES—Continued 

[Fiscal Years, in millions of dollars] 

House Committee 
2007 2008 2008–2012 Total 

BA Outlays BA Outlays BA Outlays 

Revised allocation: 
Energy and Commerce ..................................................................................................................................... ¥1 ¥1 429 426 530 519 
Natural Resources ............................................................................................................................................ 0 0 0 0 1,886 1,886 
Transportation and Infrastructure ................................................................................................................... 0 0 128 0 1,567 0 
Ways and Means .............................................................................................................................................. 0 0 647 647 612 612 

FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE 
SENATE 

A further message from the Senate 
by Ms. Curtis, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate agrees to the 
amendment of the House to the amend-
ment of the Senate to the text of the 
bill (H.R. 710) ‘‘An Act to amend the 
National Organ Transplant Act to pro-
vide that criminal penalties do not 
apply to paired donations of human 
kidneys, and for other purposes.’’, and 

That the Senate agrees in the House 
amendment to the title of the above- 
entitled bill. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate agrees to the amendment of the 
House to the bill (S. 2371) ‘‘An Act to 
amend the Higher Education Act of 
1965 to make technical corrections.’’. 

f 

PROMOTING THE ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE UNITY ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
CLAY). Under the Speaker’s announced 
policy of January 18, 2007, the gen-
tleman from Iowa (Mr. KING) is recog-
nized for 60 minutes as the designee of 
the minority leader. 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, it is 
an honor and privilege to be recognized 
to address you here on the floor of the 
United States Congress again. As many 
of the Members move forward to go 
home for the weekend and spend time 
with their families and their constitu-
ents and get in touch with the issues of 
the day, I delayed my transportation, 
so I have an opportunity to address you 
and, in the process, address the Amer-
ican people. 

It occurs to me that there is subject 
after subject that doesn’t quite emerge 
here on the floor of this Congress for 
an open topic of debate, and there are 
central issues around which we should 
be shaping policy, that policy that af-
fects and directs the destiny of our 
country. 

Some would say that the bill that 
passed here off the floor, the energy 
bill, will solve our energy problems and 
move our destiny in the right direc-
tion. I am a skeptic of that, Mr. Speak-
er. I don’t come to address that so 
much. 

But I believe this, that as a people we 
must be bound together. There is some-
thing unique about being an American. 
It is something unique, that it is dif-
ferent than coming from another na-
tion in the world. We brought together 
all people from all cultures and all civ-
ilizations and assimilated them into 
this society to produce a common cul-
ture, a form of cultural continuity that 
binds us together as Americans. 

As I listen and engage in debate, and 
as I read and study history and watch 
the reactions of people around me and 
think what it must have been like 50 
years ago, when I wasn’t quite paying 
attention in this country, or 100 years 
ago, when I wasn’t around, or 200 years 
ago obviously, as America was shaped, 
what is it that is unique about us? 
What has given us our vitality? What 
has bound us together so that we can 
work together as one people? 

There are a number of common de-
nominators. We live in the same geo-
graphical area, we share a common his-
tory and we adhere to the rule of law. 
English common law flowed across the 
Atlantic Ocean and was established 
here in this continent, actually not too 
far down the coastline down at James-
town in 1607 in Virginia. Four hundred 
years ago English common law arrived 
here in the United States. 

But another thing that has taken 
place that is a common denominator, 
that has bound us together, that has 
been a powerful force for our society, 
for the American interests, and a pow-
erful force throughout all humanity, is 
to have a common language. 

Now, one can just take the globe at 
about any time, and let’s just say 
going backwards across history, gen-
eration by generation, recognizing that 
national boundaries have shifted over 
time. They shift because of political 
transformations within the countries 
and they shift because of wars. 

You can take this back to the city- 
state era before we actually had na-
tion-states, and identify that the 
boundaries around the city-states and 
the boundaries around the nation- 
states from 300 years ago and earlier 
were often boundaries that were drawn 
by lines of language. 

Languages grew up in colloquial re-
gions, and because people commu-
nicated with each other verbally, lan-
guages evolved. And because people 
didn’t travel in those days the way 
they travel today, then the languages 
that evolved in certain locales got 
more and more distinct and more dif-
ficult for the neighbors to understand. 

Of course, we track language 
through, and because of commonalities 
in language, we also track the migra-
tions and histories of people. But a 
common language has defined the 
boundaries of nation-states throughout 
history. 

In France, they speak French; in 
England, they speak English; in Spain, 
they speak Spanish; in Portugal, they 
speak Portuguese; in China they speak 
Chinese; in Russia, they speak Russian. 

Why is that? I never hear anybody talk 
about that. But the reason for that is 
because common languages, the lan-
guages have defined the boundaries of 
nations, of nation-states. 

Why does a nation-state have a 
boundary that is defined by its lan-
guages? It is because they are a com-
mon people. Whether they are Italians 
or Spaniards or French, they are a 
common people that are bound to-
gether by a common language. They 
have a common cause. They have a 
common sense of history. They work 
together. They communicate with each 
other. They do business together with 
far less suspicion because they can 
communicate quickly and effectively 
and efficiently with a common lan-
guage. 

There are things that come through 
languages that cannot be written into 
print, into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, 
for example. There is voice inflections. 
There are pauses that are parts of com-
munication. There are certain kinds of 
pronunciations that change the mean-
ing of a sentence. You can write a sen-
tence out in English, and if you change 
the meaning of the word ‘‘read’’ and 
‘‘read,’’ it spells the same but it means 
something different. There are all 
kinds of pronunciations and voice in-
flections throughout all languages that 
change the meaning of the communica-
tions of that language. 

Because of all the nuances that come 
from the languages and because of the 
difficulty in understanding very many 
different languages, we tend to bind 
ourselves together, pulled around a 
common sense of purpose, which is a 
common language. 

The strength of America is also com-
mon with the strength of many of the 
other nations, the nations that I men-
tioned. We have had a common lan-
guage, too. The common language here 
in the United States has been English. 
It has been English since the beginning 
of the settlement in this continent. 
Yes, there have been challenges to it. 
We know there was a challenge from 
the German language. If I remember 
correctly, it was Benjamin Franklin 
who said that if we weren’t careful, 
that the Germans would assimilate the 
English speakers before they were as-
similated into the English-speaking 
culture. 

But we know that didn’t happen. We 
know that the English language pre-
vailed. And we know that there have 
been significantly sized enclaves in 
America that persisted in hanging on 
to a language other than English, but 
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